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September 17, 2008
Fourth Day at the 11th Annual
United Nations Association Film Festival examines the death of an Afghan taxi driver, environmental damage done by war and cultural journey to some of the most obscure linguistic niches of our planet.
Palo Alto, CA -
SALIM BABA (India/USA)
Salim Muhammad is a 55-year-old man who lives in North Kolkata, India with his wife and five children. Since the age of ten he has made a living by screening discarded film scraps for the kids in his surrounding neighborhoods using a hand-cranked projector that he inherited from his father. A pragmatic businessman as well as a cinephile, Salim runs his projector with his sons in the hopes that they will carry on his legacy of showing films to the local children.
(Screening at 5:15 PM.) Filmmakers present.

 co-presented with 3rdI Film Festival
TAXI TO THE DARK SIDE (Afghanistan/Denmark/Finland/Germany/Iran South Africa/UK/USA)

Winner of the Oscar for documentary feature, TAXI TO THE DARK SIDE is a gripping investigation into the reckless abuse of power by the Bush Administration. A documentary murder mystery that examines the death of an Afghan taxi driver at Bagram Air Base, the film exposes a worldwide policy of detention and interrogation that condones torture and the abrogation of human rights. (Screening at 5:40 PM) 
HAMMOUDI (Lebanon/Palestine)
co-presented with Arab Film Festival
Mohammad is an amazing boy, intelligent and charming, with a great sense of humor. His personality and his spirit, despite what he had gone through, captivated the filmmakers. Hammoudi is his story. It is time spent with him in his environment, with his family and friends, and the new life he is trying to learn and cope with. (Screening at 7:45PM) 
SCARRED LANDS AND WOUNDED LIVES - THE 




       ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINTS OF WAR (Iraq/USA/Vietnam)     
The scale of environmental damage over the last half century is unprecedented. Falling water tables, shrinking forest cover, declining species diversity-all presage ecosystems in distress. These trends are now widely acknowledged as emanating from forces of humanity's own making: massive population increases, unsustainable demands on natural resources, species loss, ruinous environmental practices. Ironically, however, war, the most destructive of human behaviors, is commonly bypassed. (Screening at 8:00PM) Filmmaker present
THE LINGUISTS (Bolivia/India/Russia/USA)
Half the world's languages are on the verge of extinction. Who will record them before they're gone? David and Greg are scientists racing to document languages on the verge of extinction. In Siberia, India and Bolivia, The Linguists confront head-on the very forces silencing languages: institutionalized racism and violent economic unrest. (Screening at 9:30PM) Filmmakers present
